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s | HEN we duly conſider this, and ſuch” 
V V like places of the Holy Scripture, and 
2 but ſlightly reflect on the common Pra- 
ctice now in Vogue amongſt us, we ſhall be forced 
to make one of theſe ungrateful Concluſions, cither- 
char what I have read unto you is no part of our 
Chriſtian Profeſſion, or that there are but very few ſin- 
cere Profeſſors of Chriſtianity ; for the general Temper 
of Mankifid is directly contrary to this expreſs and de- 
terminate Law for Peace. Tis not a bold aſſuming 


that can any-ways its. the leaſt entitle us to an Humour 
or Diſpoſition agreeable” thereunto, for very often 
moſt Holy Father hath been the Stile of a Devil In- 
carnate ; moſt Chriſtian, of one who inall his Actions 
hath denied the Faith, and is worſe than an Infidel, 
whoſe whole Life hath been one continu d Series of 
Royal Perjury, who inſtead: of following Peace with all 
Men makes War with all, ruining Cities, depopula- 
ing Kingdoms, turning fruitful Lands into Fields of 
Blood, and ſtrowing them with Dead-Mens Bones, 
expecting thence to reap an Harveſt of Honour. The 
Prophets of old (T/ai. 2.4. and Mic. 4. 3.) Gs a 


* 
= 
= - s 
1 
w 
* 
* 
* . 


to our ſelves of ſplendid Titles and gay Characters 4 | 
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tel us that 4 time ſhould come when Men ſhould beat this 


Swords into Plow-ſhares and their Spears into Prunms. C 
hooks, when Nation ſhould not lift up ſword againſt Natin f 
neither ſhould they learn War any more : which mighty p. 
 Blefling is molt juſtly apply d ro the Sun - ſhine du WI » 
of the Goſpel; and tho in the calm Reign of Aupuſu b 
Ceſar, when the Face of the whole Earth * We- 
joic'd and {mil'd through the Bleſſings of an Uniye N 
Peace, occafion d by the mighty Influence of the WI u; 
then New-born Prince of Peace; though I ſay then ce 
theſe Prophecies ſeem d happily to be accompliſh, MW P. 
yet thoſe Halcyon Days, thoſe Times of Profperity wer WM th 
ſoon at an end, and more bloody Storms and Tem-. of 
peſts, Wars and Rumours of Wars have ſince diſturbs Ml th 
and ſhock d the World than ever did aforetime; ai Ml th 
Deſtruction, Deſolation, Mourning and Woe wereto WM . 
be introducd among the Sons of Men by the Prince WM . 
of Peace; as if he came, in a literal Senſe and by d: 1» 
rect Conſequence, not to ſend Peace on the Earth but «ol H 
Sword; which indeed by the fatal unhappy Event dat WM in! 
been ſeemingly verified (though nothing leſs was de bu 
prime Intent and End of his coming) by his inte pr 
ducing and eſtabliſhing an Heavenly and Hivine Rd pr 
gion, in all its Parts pure and free from the . an 
Conceits of ſenſual Inventions, and intolerable Br on 
bariry of the Idolatrous and Superſtitious Heath 5: 
World, which hath occaſion d by its Native EA. 4: 
lency (unhappily occaſion d) ſo much inveterate M. in; 


lice and Oppoſicion, ſo many direſul Perſecutions 
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Theſe ſo many unnatural Events, give no ſmall 
Offence to the hard-hearted unbelieving Jew, are no 
ſmall Prejudice to his. Converſion , ſo that he ſtill 
riſts ro hope for the coming of his Meſſias, becauſe 
we Chriſtians ſuffer not theſe Propheſies of Peace ro 
be fulfilled (practically fulfilled) in our Days. 
Now to vindicate the Purity of the Goſpel from the 
Malice and Blaſphemy, Prejudice and Ill-will, which 
upon this ſole Account, as well Jews as Heathens con- 
ceive againſt it, we arg to underſtand, that theſe 
propheſies are not ablolute, but conditional: not that 
there ſhould be, ſtrictly ſpeaking, a general Ceſſation 
of Arms, an univerſal everlaſting Peace throughout 
the whole World; for this would be to ſuppoſe all 


the Inhabitants of it at once truly Chriſtian, not- 


withſtanding we are told by St. John (1. Ep. 5. 19.) 
that the World lieth in Vichedneſs; and ſo long as En- 
vy, Pride, Luſt, and Tyranny reign within our 
Hearts, Diſcontents and Jealouſies, Wars and Fight- 
ings will be che continued Plague of this World; 
but the Doctrine of Jeſus Chrif is of ſuch known 
prevailing Excellency, that whereſoever it is heartily 
profeſsd and fincerely embracd, there is a ſudden 
and happy Change produc'd among Men, which not 
only ſtrictly prohibits the moſt diſtant Cauſes of 
Strife (thoſe prolifick Seeds of Diſſention) ſuch as 
Anger, Malice, Revenge, ambitious Deſires of rul- 
ing Equals; and the reſt of that helliſh, Catalogue of 
Luſts and Vices, which wickedly domineer in the 
2 ͤ A 
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dental Occaſions, but the immediate and propet 
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unruly paſſionate Breaſt of the Sinful Man, bd © 
burſting thence; fer the World on fire: This peace. Wl of 
able Doctrine does not only poſitively forbid 30 92 
theſe Occaſions of Wars, theſe Embrio's of Diflention, de 
but alſo with a moſt indiſpenſable Duty enjoins Meek. WW ** 
neſs, Patience, Gentleneſs, Love and Beneficence, n 
not only to our darling Friends, and other generous th 
Perſons, but alſo to our implacable invererate For, ab 
our unreaſonable Enemies; are they hungry ? ve of 

. muſt feed them; are they thirſty 2 we muſt give th 
them drink ; are they naked? we muſt cloath them; Wl *" 
are they in Danger of any kind? we muſt uſe Al fa 
lawful means to aſſiſt them, and help them out with WI 
a ſincere, fervent, Chriſtian Zeal : and if ſuch D. MW *© 
vine Coals of Fire ferch'd from Heaven and heapdon R 
our Enemy's head melt him not, diſſolve him not in- 1 
to ſtreams of anſwerable Love and Kindneſs, his Na. de 
ture is deprav'd to malicious Wickedneſs, his Tem- pl 
22 is Diabolical, if we may with Ohariy ſuppoſe {MW 4 
uch a Monſter can exiſt among the Sons of Am b 
This is the moſt Chriſtian and moſt effectual meam I dhe 
to vanquiſh our bittereſt Enemies, to ſoften the hard- Wl © 
eſt Hearts; this indeed will melt Swords into Plow- (th 
ſhares, and Spears into Pruning-hooks, and nappe th; 
ly transform thoſe terrible Engines of War and C0! 
ſtruction, into the more uſeful Inſtruments of Peace WW © 
and Proſperity. g 0 
All other Religions have been not only the acti- pc 
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53 
Cauſes of Wars and Blood-ſhed ; not only approving 


of Revenge and Retaliation of Injuries, but propa» 


gating and maintaining them by Arms and Violence; 


delivering their Principles with the harſh and diſmal | 
| Sound of Drums and Trumpets, and writing them 


in Mens Hearts with the point of their Sword: but 


this Wiſdom from above, which is as well pure as peace- 


able, as it ſtands in need of no ſuch helliſh Methods 
of Propagation, ſo it always condemns the Uſe of 


them ; a divine Conſtancy, ſublime Charity, Patience 
and Perſeverance, Prayers and Tears, thoſe never- 


filing Weapons of a Chriſtian, were the only Inſtru- 


ments uſed at its firſt planting and propagation, when 
ir took root and proſper d (like a Tree planted by a 
River ſide) and became the ſpreading Joy of the 
whole Earth, as is evident beyond the ſtupid Impu- 
dence of Scepticiſm itſelf, as well from the Princi- 
ples and Doctrine, as from the Practice of the gieat 
Author and Founder of it, the Prince of Peace; who 


bath made ſo full, clear, and illuſtrious Diſcovery of 


the moſt appoſite means, the moſt ready way to at- 


ain and enjoy both Temporal and Eternal Peace; 
(the Peace of this World, as well as that of a better) 
that nothing is deficient, nothing can be wanting to 
confirm a ſercled, quiet, happy Peace here, and aſſure 
us of an everlaſting Peace hereafzer ; but only a be- 
coming and dutiful Entertainment of his Holy Go- 
(pel; which is ſo excellent, ſo very deſitable in its 


own Nature, ſo compleatly perfective of Ours, that 
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our Sufficiency is from him, for we can do nothing 


and work too with Fear and Trembling, if we 
to be ſav d. The Holy Prophets then have for 


18 11 
to reaſonable Creatures nothing can be wanting go 
perſuade them to a zealous and conſtant Practicꝭ of 


it, but the bare knowledge of its juſt and equirable 
Precepts: Moreover great and mighty Promiſes en. 


courage and invite us on the one hand to receive and 
entertain it; on the other, terrible Threats and az 
certain Puniſhments will inevitably ſeize us, if wede- 


ſpiſe and caſt it behind our backs; ſo that we muſt at 


once diſclaim our ador'd Intereſt, renounce our Obe- 


dience, and forfeit all Pretence to Reaſon, if we per- 


fiſt ſtubbornly to reject ſuch an advantagious Offer 
of Mercy; and upon ſuch inflexible Minds what can 


prevail? ſo as to bring them to a Chriſtian peaceable 


Temper and Diſpoſition, but God's Omniporent Arm 


and Irreſiſtible Power? which He forbears to exert 


in the Converſion of Sinners (but in the Puniſhment 


of them moſt aſſuredly will) as being inconſiſtent 


with his Wiſdom and Juſtice, with his promis d Re- 


wards, and threaten'd Puniſhments, deſtroying the 
very Foundation of all Religion, making it not the 


Office and Duty of Man, but the ſole Act of God, 


the immediate Effect of his Almighty Power, with- 


out any the leaſt Concurrence of our free Choice, of 


our Rational Conſent. God tis true works in us bath 


to will and to do according to bis good pleaſure, and al 


of our ſelves, but we muſt co-operate with his Grace, 


ad 


what 


1 „ | 


cid, both oblig d to the ſame Laws and Injunctions, 
the ſame Duties incumbent on both, both made Fel- 
lon- Citizens, Heirs of the ſame Hope of Salvation; 
chat ſeemingly irreconcileable Hatred, that Partition- 
wall being thrown down, all who hope and expect 
to be ſaved mult follow Peace with all men, not only 
with thoſe who are of an happy, calm, peaccable 
Temper, for the Publicans themſelves have advanced 


der, who ſeem to be born for no other end or purpoſe 
but to ruffle the World, and render the Sufferings of 


lluſtrious. s | 

Firſt then, We who call our ſelves Chriſtians are 
ctemally oblig d, by the very Foundation of our Holy 
Profeſſion, to follow Peace with. all men, to the utter Ex- 
cufion even of the very Seeds of Hatred, Malice, Diſ- 
cord and Envy, and the reſt of that Antichriſtian 
Crew out of our Hearts. | : 

l. Our Firſt Enquiry then muſt be into che Nature 
of this Divine Peace in general. 80 

Il. Secondly, We ſhall diſcourſe of the ſeveral De- 
prees and Sorts of it in particular, And 


the 


what Spirit and Temper Men ought to be of, u ho will. 
be true and genuine Profeſſors of Chriſtianiry ; which 
Divine Doctrine of the Goſpel mightily grew and pre- 
vailed in the Primitive days of the Church, when Jews 
and Gentiles, thoſe inveterate Enemies, were recon- 


hitherto, but alſo with thoſe turbulent Sons of Thun- 


the meek and patient Man more conſpicuous, more 


IL and Lofth, Propoſe Arguments to engage us in 
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the Study, and invite us to the Practice of itz hy 
which I hope it will plainly appear that we ſhall ge. 
ther miſpend our Time, nor muſs of an agreeable Re. 
ward. | | DIY 2" 
Firſt then, in the moſt general and extenſive Not. 
on we have of Peace, we may deſcribe it to be an; ij. 
timate Union of Hearts and Minds, an apreeable 
-Concurrence of Affections, ſuch as will gently rule and 
guide all the Actions of Men in the particular Circum. 
{tances of Life, and direct them by its prevailing! In 
fluence to perform all ſorts of Kindneſſes, all degrees 
of Good-Will and Charity, that is, to do unto all mrs 
as they themſelves could honeſtly expect and deſire to. be dar 
-unto by others, (themſelves ſuppoſed in the ſame Cir 
cumſtances, in the ſame Condition.) And this Golden 
Rule bears an equal reſpect both to the Concerns and 
Affairs of this Life, as we are Members of the ſame 
Community; and to Religious Duties, as we. att 
conſticuent Parts of the Holy Catholick Church; the 
one may be properly ſtiled a Political or Civil Peace, 
as it may have reſpect to the Goods of Fortune, or 
Worldly Enjoyments ; the other a Religious Peace, in 
oppoſition to Schiſms and Hereſies, and both alike ar 
here underſtood, both alike commanded.  ___ 
As to the fir/t, namely a Civil Peace, we hayet 
very frequently enjoind us, for the Apoltle tells us 
(Rom. 12. 18.) If it be poſſible, as much as in you, 
live peaceably with all men; which undoubtedly reſem 9 
a Politick and Civil Peace; becauſe the Command 
; 5 | ©  nivera 
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know, have not Faith, and conſequently that their 


* 


rence to juſtifie them who have, in not loving them 
23 Men, and bearing the ſame common ſtamp of Hu- 
manity. And this Peace here enjqin d, either concerns 
perſons, ſuch as Neighbours and Relations; then 
Malice, Revenge, Envy, Strike and Brawlings, and 
ſuch like, are chiefly forbid ; or ic may extend it ſelf 
to the more publick Concerns. of a whole Nation or 
Kingdom, and then Murmurings, Factions, Rebelli- 
ons are chiefly aim d ar. Or laſtly, divers Kingdoms, 
States or Commonwealths, and then tis oppos d to o- 
pen and profeſs d War, and all Acts of Hoſtility. And 
theſe ſeyeral Sorts of Peace, according to the degrees . 
of their Perfection, conſiſt either in an outward Quiet 
and Tranquillity, wherein every one enjoys his Pro- 
perty, whatſoever by any ſort of Right, he can juſtly 
call his own, whether by Inheritance, or by Courſe or- 


indicating his Right againſt the unreaſonable preten- 

ces of unjuſt Intruders ; or elſe. in the inward Affecti- 
ons of our Hearts, when uprightly and honeſtly we 
love one another, without any baſe Ends or ſiniſter 
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chiefly aim d at in the Words I have read unto you. 
As to the publick Peace of Kingdoms and Nations, 

beir Kings, Princes and Governours have and ought 

w have a more proper, immediate, and ſpecial Care 
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univerſal! and without reſerve; whereas all men, we- 


unſpeakable Misfortune can give no colour of pre- 


Turn, without Diſturbance, without the trouble 


Deſigns, and this is the bleſſed ſort of Peace more 


. 1 
of. 
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ver provoł d by the Injuries of their encroaching Neigh 
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of it; in whoſe Breaſts alone are laid up 3 Reſolu· 


tions and Determinations for Peace or War, ua 


bours. And for the Peace of particular Kingdany 
and States, the Supream Power of each is engaged 
preſerve and maintain ir, as their ſeveral Conſticthion 
direct, by an impartial Adminiſtration of Juſtice; du 
ſeditious Practices are quaſh'd, and even Rebellion; 
ſelf bridled, and whatſoever is of pernicious conſequent 
to the Community we live in, is aw'd into Peace by: 
reſolute impartial Governour, who is a happy Terror te 
to Evil Doers. | „ 

But that which chiefly concerns us, the pr C 


Peace of particular Perſons is a Duty incumbent oi He 


all Men, and if embracd and practis d, as the Excel orc 
lency of its Nature requires it ſhould, the Uniweit 
Peace of the whole World, of Nations, of Kingdoms WM };., 
will be mightily advancd by its kindly and benign his 
Influence; for if every particular did his Duty, che 14, 
could certainly be nothing amiſs in the whole, if e, ae 
ry String were exactly in Tune, we might be ſured vel 
Divine Harmony. | 1 othe 
F.ollom Peace with all Men: From which Words wt 727 
are enjoin d chiefly theſe following particulats. 

Firſt, A tractable and eaſie Diſpoſition of Mind 
in oppoſition to the ſtiff and haughry Churl, à mid 
and gentle Behaviour, that diſtinguiſhing Matk of 
Chriſtian, which in the Eyes of God, as well as Men 
is of ineſtimable Value, that fundamental Preler 
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ive of this World's Peace, that neceſſary Preparative 


to Eternal Peace in the next; the latent Seeds. of Vir- 
tue and Vice reſide in the inward Receſſes and Tem- 
per of the Soul; our deliberate Purpoſes and Deſigns 
our propenſe Wills and Affections tincture all our A 

ctions with Good or Evil, on which depends the great 
Concern of Happineſs or Miſery, therefore Sins of in- 

vincible Ignorance, or unavoidable Infitmity, or ſud- 

den Surprizal whereunto the full and free Conſent 
of the Will -does not concur, are amongſt all others 
the moſt excuſeable, moſt deſerving pardon both Ii 
of Humane and Divine Laws. The Goſpel of 
Chriſt eſteems of Thoughts and Intentions of the 1 
Heart, as humane Laws do of the external and more [fl 
grofs Act, for he who barely looks after a Woman to luſt 
ifter her, hath committed Adultery already with her in his 
heart, and he ſhews the Licentiouſneſs of his Will, tho 
his Power be reſtrained : he who hates his Brother is a 
Murtherer, who covets his Goods is a Thief ; for we 
ae commanded not only to cleanſe the Outſide of the 
Veſſel, but to waſh clean the Inſide eſpecially , 
otherwiſe we ſhall be number d with the Hypocrites 
zgainſkt whom our great Maſter hath pronounced a 
Woe, who outwardly appear d Righteous unto Men, but 
pithin were full of Hypocrifie and Iniquity ; thoſe Diſea- 
les which have unhappily taken up the moſt recluſe 
parts of the Body being out of the reach as well of 
the Phyſician's Eye as his Preſeriptions are very de- 
perate or incurable, and the Sins which lie lurking in 
Se the 
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the dark Retirements of the Heart, are like Polfanis 
| e, Vitals, of all others the moſt pernicow, 
the moſt unavoidably fatal. == 
The Perpetration of groſs Sins may be accident 
ally hindred, many rubs and obſtacles ce; 
themſelves in the way, our Power may not anfiwer 
our Wills, the Dread of diſcovery, and being de. 
tected may baulk and reſtrain our Inclinatior, 
how vitious ſoever; for that deform'd Monſter 
Vice (howſoever rampant and bold in this depene- 
rate Age) hath not yet dard to appear bare-lacd, 
and without a Diſguiſe ; Company may prevent u 
Diſgrace and Scorn from good Men may check and 
deter us, the place may be inconvenient, ot o 
Strength and Vigour deſert us; but which of al 
theſe can prevent the Operations of the Heart 
which.are vigorouſly exerted in every Thos 
every Purpole; all Times and Seaſons, all Place, 
Companies and Ages are a like convenient, ate & 
like able if the treacherous Heart conſent ; the 
Body tis true is engaged only in the outwardand 
meaneſt Offices, in the Drudgery and Vaſfallaged 
Sin, and may be wearied out, ſpent, decline anl 
languiſh under the heavy and unhappy burthet, 
yet the Soul may continue vivid, quick, and fil 
of Vigour, pleaſing and delighting itſelf in the 
ry Invention of Vice, and ruminating on Wicke 
neſs, acting over in the Fanſie and Imagingtol 
all the Vanities, Follies, and Impieties lately@# 


7 


U 1.3. } i 
ceived in that fruitful and teeming Soil; and thoſe. 
are very eaſie and quick of difpatch, not ſo much 
is requiring the Labour of the Body, and but very 
little Study or Attention of the Mind itſelf, which 
when once corrupt, 1s too too prone to all manner 
of Iniquities, and wicked Imaginations, 

All moral Probity, Goodneſs and Honefty (as 


well as the more excellent Qualities of a Chriſtian) 
hath a near Affinity with, a cloſe Dependance on 


the Temper and Diſpofition of the Mind, Will and 
Affections: a ſowre Core, a root of Bitterneſs, a 
reſerve or ſecret Deſign of Miſchief or Unkindneſs 
upon any occaſion, and hopes of Impunity is re- 
pugnant even to the upright Laws of Nature and 
Reaſon, and altogether unagreeable with the Di- 
vine Rules of our Holy Profeſſion, this is the prin- 


cipal Part of our Duty, a calm and quiet Humour, 
a peaceable Diſpoſition of Mind towards all Men; 


a reſolute and firm Adhefion to this ' ſublime Vir- 
tue, ought to take up our whole $tudies, tobe our 
chief Aim, our conftant Care not only for our 
own Advantages and. Profit (as out of Neceſſity) 
but we ought ſincerely to embrace this compleat 


Virtuefor its own Excellency in itſelf ſo amiable. 


And where this ferene and quiet Temper prevails, 
all that are Enemies to Peace will be di 


muſt give place, wilt be aſham'd of their Sins and 


ſorſake them; the chief of which is Self love, 
which makes it own Dear-ſelf (for its can be ſo to 


C 2 my 
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come. But on the other ſide, when we have our Mind 


have the Apoſtles Command, Rom. 1 2. 16. 0 K f 
the ſame mind one towards another, not to mind high"things, 


„ ebe domineering and tyrannizing over their 


with their pretended Excellences. And again, * 


+ TF- 
« "Ss 


Twp) 4 
no mortal elſe) the centre of all its Actions, th k 
end of all its brutiſh Deſigns: Ambition, Tyranny, 
Malice, Injuſtice Cruelty, are the conſtant though 
accurſed Companions of that deteſtable Monſter," 
boggles at nothing which ſtands in the way of its n 
baſe Gain and Advantage, driving on furiouſly, (ek 
like) inſolently, and with an high hand, to its beloved 
Goal of Vain-glory ; from which barbarous Proceed. 
ings, unleſs Humane Reaſon be ſunk into Inſenſibil. 
ty, all generous Senſe of Honour, all manly Courage, 
all Chriſtian Liberty be at once become 'degenerate, 
Diſſentions muſt come, but wo unto him by whom they d 


poſſeſſed with, and wholly given up to Charity, ib 
ance, Humility, Modeſty which always have And ever 
will prove themſelves the only indiſſoluble Chitin Mer 
tues, able and ſufficient to unite Mens Minds in 
verlaſting Bond of Peace; for where (Iſay) ſuch WW 

keep their Reſidence there can be no Offence given one 
received, no Revenge ſought for, nothing even bt 
the croſo-· look d Eye of Malice to ſquint at; hence ue 


but to condeſcend to men of low eſtate. How much mon 
ſeverely then would he cenſure thoſe, who muſt nee 
where there can be no need of Condeſcenſion, lilitaile 
of the ſame Degree, State, and Condition in the Wok 


— - 22 


© 7. 
1 
_—__ 


nn erer 


— — ——  — — % 


"= © © mn 
is former Advice were not full enough (Phil. 2: 3.) 
he commands that nothing be done through Strife or Vain- 
glory, but in Lowlineſs of Mind, let 55s be other bet⸗ 
ter than themſelves ; whereas the Reverſe of this Apo- 


ſtolical Rule it, in general 3 amongſt us, in the 


naughtineſs and Pride of our Hearts to eſteem our 
ſelves better than others. The contempt of which Com- 
mand of St. Paul is the principal foundation of all Diſ- 
cord, Diſturbances and Diſſentions amongſt us; from 
whence, ſays St. James 4. 1. come Wars and Fightings a- 
mongſt you, come they not from hence, even from your Luſts: 
warring in your Members. Wars and Fightings, all 
manner of Controverfies whatſoever, ſuch as are ma- 
naged by the Tongue and Pen, as well as thoſe that are 
carrried on by the Hand and the Sword, all religious. 
and eccleftaſtical, as well as State and ſecular Diſſen- 
tions, Schiſms in the Church as well as Diviſions in: 
Kingdoms, publick War between Prince and Prince, 

as well as private Malice, Envy, Revenge, Betwixt Man- 
and Man are all of the ſame curſed Off-gring, all of: 
the ſame deteſtable Lineage, and moſt' worthily rec- 

kon d by St. Pau among the Works of the Fleſh, Gal. 5. 
19. And as Selt-Love,' fo groundleſs Suſpicion- 
and Cenſure is a ſecond grand Diſturber of the 
Peace of the World; for it will hear with Delight, 
and eaſily credit Detractions and Calumnies, andithen- 
propagate them as far as ſpiteful loud-mouth'd Fame 
an carry them, taking every thing by the worſt han- 
de, which will alfo of neceſſity alienate and exaſperate 
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the Minds of Men, whereas true Chriſtian Cly 
thinks no Evil, 1 Cor, 13. 5. much leſs creditꝭ g 
ſpeaks any again. 2 


directly to the ſame centre of Peace: Injuſtice 


from our Minds, ſo deteſtable to our very Natures, 


Delight, Satisfaction, and Pleaſure with his fartu- 


all his good Fortune: Tis of common Obſervati 
that the ſtubborn hardneſs even of a Flint itſelf i 
eaſily ſubdued and divided into pieces, if encounter: 
ed ona ſoft ground, when on an Anvil it Eu 
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_ Carriage will have greater Influence on the Stiffnel 


bours, which muſt at one time or other be exp 


cles, we muſt alſo look upon them, not withan 


which few or rather none are totally exempted. 
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Again, as a gentle and peaceable Diſpaſitian d 
Mind is here chiefly required: ſo our conltant 
Demeanour, our whole Courſe of Life muſt tend 


Wrong, or Oppreſſion muſt be ſo far remay 


. 


ſo far from affecting our Neighbours, that on.the 
other fide, he who deſigns to live up to the ſublime 
height of generous Chriſtianity, mult ſhare an equal 


nate and happy Neighbour, in all his Ha ppingyin 
ervation, 


refiſts Violence and Force; ſo a ſoft and gen 


of other Mens Minds, than roughneſs and anger 
can ever pretend to. We muſt alſo readily h 
with the Weakneſs and Infirmities of our Nei 


ed ſo long as we inhabit theſe Earthly Taberne 


envious and malicious Eye, but eſteem themas li 
and Frailties incident to Humane Nature, {os 


be 


the beſt of our Endeavours, with the utmoſt Facul- 


r Ho 7 - 5. 


„Lei 3 

Be ſure not to aggravate them into hideous Crimes;. 
and unpardonable Provocations , conſidering that 
according to the common Rules of Equity, it may 
well be expected that we ſhould forgive our fellow 
Creature ſome few Talents, (a ſmall Debt) who ſtand. 
in need daily to he forgiven by our Heavenly Fa- 
ther, greater, far greater Sums, incomparably great- 
er Treſpaſſes; and to theſe our good Deeds, we 
muſt make an Addition of ſoft and gentle Words 
(the cheapeſt Ingredient of any Compoſition, which 
coſt nothing, tho of great Value) and through the. 
prevailing Charms of an. hearty agreeable kind De- 

rtment, win the good-will and Affections of all 
Mankind, according to the excellent Advice of the 
Wiſe Man (Prov. 15. 1.) A ſoft anſwer turneth away 
wrath, but grievous words ſtir up anger; theſe three 
Particulars then, namely a peaceable and meek 
Spirit, obliging and courteous Actions, loft Speech- | 
es and Anſwers are the only Ways and Methods to 
follow after and obtain Peace if not with all Men, 
yet certainly with moſt, with all good Men, andia 
our own Conſciences, which is the moſt valuable 
Peace of all. But yet the Peace enjoin'd in the 
Text is a mutual relative Peace, and not in every 
ingle Man's Power, not in the reach of every In- 
Uividual ; the Duty cannot be compleatly perform- 
ed without common Conſent: all that is enjoind 
us1s to be aſſiſting towards this bleſſed Work with 


ty 


Juſtice, Honeſty do often prove Obſtructioſis; fy 


he ought to do this, for we muſt follow Holineſs as well 


all that our Holy Profeſſion obliges us to, all that the 
to be charitably _ and readily prepare to em- 


2 Breach our ſelves, nor give them a juſt occaſion ſo 


mY L187] = 

both of Soul amt Body. There often hahe 
ſeveral Obſtacles which altogether prevent the ge 
fired Progreſs of this amiable? Virtue, which entite 
ly excuſes us, and preſerves us Innocent: Religion 


it may be ſome one will be ſo unreaſonable 30 to 
demand a Renunciation of our Faith, of our Rel. 
gion, the Denial it may be even of God himfelf,.in 
exchange (forſooth) of his valuable Friendſhip, and 
what is this but as the Orator expreſles it Obedienti 
fracti & abjecti animi arbitrio carentis ſuo, à dite- 
ſtable Slavery exceeding even that of the Gallic 
But no Man [ hope can be perſuaded to believe that 


? 
0 
0 
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as Peace; and that our Bleſſed Saviour tells us in the 
firſt place, Seek ye firſt the Kingdom of Heaben. 
Our own proper juſt Intereſt and Preſervation may 
alſo honeſtly prevent it; no one is obliged to harbour 
an angry Viper in his Boſom, when he hath his Sting 


in him, ready to put in execution his fatal Deſigns; 
ſtricteſt Rules of Chriſtianity require at our hands, i 


brace Peace when ſo great a Bleſſing may be had upon 
Rational and Chriſtian Grounds, thus ſhall we faleh 
avoid all Blame, Sin ſhall never be imputed to d. 

And when we are ſo happy as to be at peace wit 
others, we muſt make it our chief care never to make 
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w do, if a Miſcarriage happens on our fide we muſt 
he ready to be reconciled as ſoon as may be, by de- 
caring the Integrity of our Intentions, and excuſing 
our ſelves as far from any ill Defigns as may be, or 
otherwiſe by asking Pardon, confeſſing the Fault, and 
making amends and Reparations for the Injury done 
to, and ſuſtain d by our Neighbour. If our Neigh- 
bour offend, upon his Acknowledgment and reaſona- 
ble Satisfaction, we are bound meekly to forgive him, 
without retaining Anger and Malice or the leaſt thoughts 
of a future Revenge, when opportunity and occaſion 
ſhall offer. This I think is the full of what is requir d 
by this Command Follow Peace with all Men. | 

The Motives and Inducements which urge us to-it 
ate many and powerful, I ſhall mention ſome. | 
Firſt, There is a natural Equity in it. | : 
: Secondly, There are expreſs and polttive Commands. 

r Ic. | | | 
Thirdly, Fis our own proper Intereſt and Advan- 
age. And if Reaſon, Religion and Self- preſervation- 
cannot influence and prevail, then nothing can. 

begin firſt with the natural Equity of it, for we are 
il Brethren, deſcended from the ſame original Pa- 
rents (Acts 17. 26.) He hath made of one blood all Na- 
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ely WY tions of Men, from Adam firſt and afterwards from Noah-:- 
but beſides — e dul Original, 

ith Bl the very Frame and Conſtitution of our Nature require: 

ike BY it, for Man is à fociable Creature, and were it not 

fo Bf for the mighty Advantages of Mutual Helps and Aſſi- 
to fl Unity and 


ances (the diſtinguiſhing Prerogative o 
EE, D | Society; 
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| Society) Man of all other Creatures would hays g 
tle Reaſon to boaſt and pride himſelf in his glorigy 
Pre-eminence above the reſt of the Works 'of Go 
Hands; Man therefore was not made for Hatred ani 
Diſcord, nor did it ſeem good to the Divine Wiſdom 
to furniſh Mankind with Native Arms, as it hath 
done other Creatures, who live upon Prey, DeſtruRtion 
and Rapine : but now Man out of the abundance of 
his vain Wiſdom hath arm'd himſelf in defiance of 
Heaven, as if he could contrive for himſelf better than 
God had done for him; thus from a reaſonable and 
benign Nature, he is degenerated into a degree of 
Cruelty, exceeding even the moſt Savage Fiercenels of 
Wolves, of Tygers, for they ſeldom or never aſſil 
or injure thoſe oftheir own Kind, they never fight for 
covetous ambitious or revengeful Ends, but for. grea 
and juſt Cauſes, for the —— and Preſer vation of 2 
their Lives and Liberties, for their Mates, for their H 
young Ones; neither do they wage War in Troops g 
and Companies, in Squadrons, in Armies, but tor Wl "ur 
the moſt part in ſingle Combats, which'are but-ſhon, o 
and ſoon over, and then ends all their Anger, Spleen, Wl ne 
and Fury. OW „ 
But Mars Hoſtility is chiefly practis d upon his oui bis 
Kind, upon Man his own Brother, and that tos h D 
only upon empty, vain, frivolous Accounts, but too 
too often upon unreaſonable unjuſt and wigked 
Grounds: and what is of moſt diſmal Conſequence 
his Battles are not Single and Perſonal, but involve 
whole Nations in Confuſion, Deſolation and Miſery; 
3 Hy 5 deluging 
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deluging a Land with Parents Blood and Orphans 
Tears, moſt of which it may be were not ſo much as 
acquainted with the Cauſe of the Quarrel, which they 
ſo unhappily ſo unreaſonably engage in: theſe Wars too 
are long and laſting rarely ending but with the Life and 
Deſtruction of one of the Parties, nay they are oſten- 
times handed down to Poſterity, and Heirs inherittheir 
Anceſtors Quarrels, as well as their Kingdoms and Eſtates, 
thol know — in this World ſo likely, which by 
ſuch natural Conſequence, will ſo certainly, ſo ſpeedily 
put an end to both the one and the other, as well their 
Lives, as Eſtates. And tho ſome may eſcape with Life 
yet when they can no longer hurt or do any conſiderable 
Miſchief, when their Quarrels have prov d themſelves 
ſuffciently pernicious, when the Power of Offenſive 
Arms is taken from them by the unfortunate Succeſs of 
a long and doubtful War, what Heart-burnings, Envy, 
Hatred, and Malice ſtill continue? theſe deteſtable Out- 
ragesaredirefly contrary to the Laws of God and Na- 
ure, to true Piety, and Chriſtian Religion, becauſe they 
over-throw the very Foundations of Humane Society, 
and that Mutual Love and Peace whichalone can che- 
iſh it. They deſpoil God of his Honour, by defaging 
his Image, by eſtro ing ſo many lively Stamps of his | 
Divine Majeſty, by Gina ſo much Humane Blood 
to Devils, to Envy, Revenge, and Malice that curſed 
Legion. And as if this were not eriough they eraſe the 
very Characters of Humanity, and in its place ſet up a 
ſort of Canibals terrible even to themſelves, abhorrd 
by all Fleſh, diſown'd by Nature as aſham d oftheir Pro- 

: Bp Secondly, 


duction. 


Secondly, There are expreſs and poſitive Comm ſ˙ẽ 

which ſtrictly oblige =. well to follow Peace' withull 
Men, as diligently to avoid all Occaſions of Serifeand 
Diſſention ; have Peace one with another, ſays S. Mint 
(9. 50.) Live peaceably with all Men, ſays St. Pf 
(Rom. 12. 18.) let nothing be done through Strife, (Phil 
2. 3.) Where Envy and Strife is, there is Confuſion and 
every evil Work, lays St. James (3. 16.) Difcords n 
Diſſentions are reckoned among the Deeds of the NS 
(Gal. 5. 20.) Hatred, Strife, and Variance ate num- 
| bred with Idolatry, Witchcraft, and Hereſie, and if we 
know nothing of their Natures, if we were ſo happy 
as to be Strangers to them, we may gueſs what they 
are by their Companions; but the wonder: is ſtil 
the greater to find ſuch Practices among thoſe who 
own the name of Chriſt, than among the barbarous 
and ſuperſtitious Heathens and Pagans : for thoſe-who 
are of the ſame Myſtical Body, united under the ſame Sp- 
ritual Head (and that Head is Chriſt the Prince of 
Peace) and ſo Members one of another, for thoſe I lay 
not only to diſſent and differ, to quit all ſenſe oftrue 
Generoſity, Tenderneſs, and Compaſſion, but 10 
_ mutual Hoſtility wich implacable and malic» 
ous Hatred, to plunge our ſelves over Head and Ean 
in Blood and Cruelty, to rend and tear one another 
in pieces: what is this but for harmleſs Doves*to 
aſſume the Nature of rapacious and devouring Hawks 
and Vultures, to carry Banners ſtain d with Blood in- 
ſtead of Olive- Branches, for Lambs to turn Wolves 
and Tygers, to exchange their native Meeknels and 


| Ra us - "oo 
gentle Temper I, Savageneſs and brutiſh* 
fierceneſs, nothing can be more contradictory and 
prejudicial to Chriſts Religion, whoſe bleſſed Au- 
thor delights to make himſelf known to his faithful 
Followers, rather by Titles of Mercy and Goodneſs, - 
Love and Beneficence, than by the Terrors of his 
Juſtice, or Majeſty of his Power. Whoſe Goſpel is 

2 Doctrine of Peacg.not of Difſention ; which when 

firſt proclaim'd by the Heavenly Meſlenger, its very: 
Prologue and Introduction was Peace on Earth, Good- 

will burds Men | Whoſe Diſciples are or ſhould be 
Children of Peace, not booted Apoſtles, not Men 

of War; whoſe Foundation, is Reconciliation and 
Peace made between God and Man, by Chriſt's ſhed- 
ding indeed his own not anothers Blood; whoſe Pre- 
cepts every where enjoin Love and Unity, and whoſe 
whole End and Deſign is to bring us to everlaſting 
Peace and Bleſſedneſs hereafter. How they can ima- 
gine I know not, that the fame Heaven ſhould be 

the happy Manſion of Peace to them hereafter who 

cant here co-habit in Unity and Friendſhip; * Reli- © 
gion therefore as well as Natural Reaſon fifty re⸗ 
quires us to follow Peace with all Men, and if - ngyher 

of theſe more noble Motives can prevail, yet ne- 
thinks this Conſideration ſhould, which generally 
ſpeaking hath a very prevailing Influence on the ſor- 
id and baſe Minds of Men, namely their own Tem- 
ve Intereſt and Advantage; ſor they cannot loop : 
ubſiſt wichour it in this World with any tolerable Ea 
or Comfort of Life, for a Kingdom divided I < 

5 7 8 5 itſelk! 
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3 ſelf c cannot ſtand, 25 bs bite and e one al 
take heed. that ye be not conſum'd one of. another, 5 
Pauls * Ren to the Galatians (5. 15.) All 

fortable Enjoy ments of this 2 all the E 
our innocent Diverſions depend wholly I 
great Bleſſi of Peace and Quietneſs, without 
L.ife itſelf is but a burthen: unleſs with Pu 
mander we can live upon Fire and Delight in 
and he who hath brought himſelf to this 0 
to be well accompliſh T for what (with all — | 
ought to expect in the World to come, even tach 
everlaſting Burnings : which the Royal Prophet it 
(by way of Queſtion)that molt aſſuredly no Mil 
| Beſides by following Peace with all Men, a n 
of Sins and Inconveniences are hereby prevented 
avoided, and conſequently. the Puniſhment. of: bin 
in the World to come as well as the Uneafinglaal 
Vexation of them in this. This is the only wall 
obtain God's Favour and Bleſſing who is call 
God of Peace by St. Paul (1 Cor. 14. 33.) as our 
| fed Saviour is Riled the Prince of Peace by the Roy 
Prophet (1/a. 9. 6.) who hath by his 7 Ex jt 
liſt Pe Matt. f 5. 9.) ae the »Þ 4. 
ble if being call d the Children o can 
_ * are bated: here and: Ar be i 
ter, for they ſhall ſee Cod, ſhall enjoy hat 3lefled Nh 
= in the peaceful Regions of Eves 2 ting Die. - rb 
Ky _ Now to God the Father, E the Son and (Gl 
ien tal ir m due he, Bc. * =, 2 43 
S _ 
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